


Reviews: May 1977 


The second half of the first set features strong song 
selection, with “Lazy Lightnin’” > “Supplication,” and 
the second “Jack-a-Roe.” They were definitely into the 
tune: they played it four nights in a row upon breaking 
it out on the second night in Chicago. The tempo snaps 
along better on this version than on the debut, and the 
band is masterful throughout. The first “Passenger” fol- 
lows, much tamer than later renditions, then “Funiculi, 
Funicula” and “Brown-Eyed Women.” Doubtless the 
first set’s major highlight is a 17:04 “Dancin’,” capped 
by a coda of guitar fireworks more familiar to the end of 
a fall ’°77 “Truckin’.” This song is mainly Jerry’s show, 
but there’s enough interplay to keep the feet moving. 

The second set is divided into two jams. The first 
starts with a longer-than-average “Estimated” and con- 
tinues with “Eyes” and a ripping “Samson.” “Eyes” 
shimmers, with some hummingbird-fast playing by Jerry 
before the transition to “Drums.” The second jam is a 
fair “Saint Stephen” breaking at the “been here so long” 
verse into “Not Fade Away,” which masquerades for a 
few minutes as “Iko.” It’s a long way from the bubbly, 
toe-tapping “Iko” as we know it today; it’s very slow, 
keeping the “Not Fade Away” rhythm. “Not Fade 
Away” proper does show up and eventually piles into 
“Sugar Magnolia” without finishing “Saint Stephen.” 
The band gets high marks for shaking things up, and 
this mellow show is a fun listen, but it’s just a warmup 
for the powerhouse around the corner in Tuscaloosa. 

KELLY MCIVER 


Re 5/17/77 HK 


Memorial Coliseum, University of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 






Set 1: New Minglewood Blues, Mississippi 
Half-Step > El Paso, They Love Each Other, 
Jack Straw, Jack-a-Roe, Looks like Rain, 
Tennessee Jed, Passenger, High Time, Big 
River, Sunrise, Scarlet Begonias > Fire on the 
Mountain 

Set 2: Samson and Delilah > Bertha > Good 
Lovin’, Brown-Eyed Women, Estimated 
Prophet > Terrapin Station > Playing in the 
Band > Drums > Wharf Rat > Playing in the 
Band reprise 

Encore: Sugar Magnolia 















1. Source: AUD, Quality: A—, Length: 3:30 
Highlights: The entire tape 


First-set highlights are a very hot “Half-Step” and the 
superbly inventive, powerfully jammed “Scarlet” > 
“Fire,” which is long and strong, boasting great energy 
and creativity. Having said that, it’s notable that Jerry 
far outshines the rest of the band, even Phil, who tends 
merely to keep a steady beat during his jams (the same 
can be said for the nonetheless glorious May 21, 1977, 
show). In fact, Keith is often the force for intricate inno- 
vations here. It’s hard to believe that this performance is 
a scant two months after the composition’s Winterland 
debut! 

During 1977 there were a few times when “Scarlet” 
> “Fire” appeared in the first set, as we see this evening. 
But “Scarlet” > “Fire”s from this period are usually 
quite high energy, hardly suitable for closing a set, and 
far more appropriate for starting the second set with a 
bang. We see this in this show, whose second set fea- 
tures many highlights, such as a very bright, energeti- 
cally jammed “Bertha” and a strong “Terrapin,” whose 
bridge is soulful, extended, beautiful. Here, too, it is 
remarkable that “Terrapin” is played so smoothly and 
confidently when it had made its debut just three 
months earlier. But the songs are more like individual 
gems on a linear chain, whereas in later years (as early 
as 1978, but October 14, 1994, inevitably comes to 
mind), the second set took on more of an intricate 
structure all its own. Jerry’s inspired all the way 
through, especially in “Scarlet” > “Fire.” 

Great audience tapes, with Phil unusually audible, 
are available of this wonderful show. The sound quali- 
ties are quite similar for this show as well as 5/25/77 and 
several other shows from late in May, making me won- 
der to this day whether we are not all benefiting from 
the faithful, ingenious work of a single taper. A few 
times I’ve traded for “boards” that turned out to be 
audience tapes. Worth seeking out! A great show from 


an epochal month! 
THOMAS MULLEN 


Reviews: 





Re 5/18/77 He 


Fox Theater, Atlanta, Georgia 


Set 1: Deal, Cassidy, Jack-a-Roe, Mexicali 
Blues, Friend of the Devil, New Mingle- 
wood Blues, It Must Have Been the Roses, 
Lazy Lightnin’ > Supplication, High Time, 
The Music Never Stopped 

Set 2: Jack Straw, Ship of Fools, Estimated 
Prophet > Eyes of the World > Drums > The 
Other One > Stella Blue > Around and 
Around 

Encore: Brokedown Palace 














1. Source: SBD, Quality: B+, Length: 3:00, Geneal- 
ogy: unknown 

2. Source: FM-SBD (GDH 315-316), Quality: A, 
Length: 2:00 (missing “Deal,” “Cassidy,” “Friend of the 
Devil,” “Jack Straw,” “Ship of Fools,” “Stella Blue,” 
and “Around and Around”) 

Comments: This two-show Atlanta run was a high- 
light of the much-ballyhooed spring 1977 East Coast 
tour. The second night’s second set ranks high in catch- 
ing that special musical chemistry that moved worlds, 
and this first night’s no slacker either. 


First-set highlights include a unique arrangement of 
“Jack-a-Roe,” with some modified guitar parts that add 
a different tilt to the rhythm. It seems as if someone 
spiked the punch with slow juice, though: in between 
the long song breaks, the music is good, the tune selec- 
tion pretty tasty, but everything’s so slooow and mellow 
and there are so many songs (no complaints there) that 
it seems like tomorrow already before you get to 
“Music” and things perk up a bit. It’s almost like Jerry 
and Bobby are playing dueling speedballs; every time 
Weir tries to jazz up the selection, Garcia responds with 
another aching ballad. 

Without question, however, the show’s most unusual 
highlight is one of the most smoking “Eyes” jams I’ve 
heard. I’m not big on “best version ever” hype—how do 
you quantify the ineffable?—but this jam rips in a big 
and most hip-swinging way. Out of a great early (before 
the release of Terrapin Station) “Estimated,” the jam 
rounds the corner into more than five minutes of 
extended riffing on the “Eyes” theme before Jerry finally 
Steps up to the plate for the first verse. Here is one of the 
outstanding performances of the many “Estimated” > 


May 1977 


=a 


“Eyes” played over almost twenty years. Get this tape 
for this jam alone. The post-“drums” “Other One” > 
“Brokedown” is quite fine as well. This is a tape that 
enjoys high-volume playback. 

ADAM HUNTER BAUER 





Fe 5/19/77 HK 


Fox Theater, Atlanta, Georgia 





Set 1: Promised Land, Sugaree > El Paso, 
Peggy-O, Looks like Rain, Row Jimmy, Pas- 
senger, Loser, Dancin’ in the Streets 

Set 2: Samson and Delilah, Ramble On 
Rose, Estimated Prophet, Terrapin Station 
> Playing in the Band > Uncle John’s Band > 
Drums > The Wheel > China Doll > Space > 
Playing in the Band reprise 









1. Source: SBD, Quality: A—, Length: 2:50 

2. Source: FM-SBD (KFOG DHH 25), Quality: A, 
Length: 0:25 (“Samson and Delilah,” “Ramble On 
Rose,” “Estimated Prophet”) 

3. Source: FM-SBD (KFOG DHH 32), Quality: A, 
Length: 0:05 (“Passenger”) 

4. Source: FM-SBD (KFOG DHH 37), Quality: A, 
Length: 0:15 (“Terrapin Station”) 

5. Source: FM-SBD (KPFA Grateful Dead Mar- 
athon 2/10/96), Quality: A, Length: 0:30 (“Promised 
Land,” “Sugaree” > “El Paso,” “Passenger”) 

6. Source: FM-SBD (DTTW 2/21/96), Quality: A, 
Length: 0:35 (“Terrapin Station” > “Playing in the 
Band” > “Uncle John’s Band”) 

Highlights: Every note 


This is my favorite show from 1977, and it’s a pleasure 
to write about it. There’s a purity to this performance as 
the Dead transform the Fox into their living room—and 
ours. The music flows effortlessly from beginning to 
end, riddled with the mysterious X Factor, and feels like 
walking barefoot over a velvet carpet. 

5/19/77 is not an altogether unknown show, though 
the second set is generally rarer than the first. It’s been 
around and sounds pretty good, too. But somehow it 
still gets overlooked. I’d love to change that. Here we 
go: After a laid-back “Promised Land” opener, the Dead 
find the Groove almost instantly with the opening notes 
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